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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study “Media Agenda Setting on Medical
Cannabis” were (1) to research and analyze agenda setting on medical
cannabis by the mass media and (2) to study and analyze public attitudes
toward agenda setting on medical cannabis by mass media. The sample
group was selected from all relevant news clippings, and the attitude of
the public toward agenda setting was based on the content that online
media users produce. The study was conducted from July 20 18 to
October 2019.

The results of the research were as follows. Firstly, on the matter of
agenda setting on medical cannabis by the mass media, it was found that
(1.1) there were 1,951 news articles about medical cannabis in
newspapers from June 2018 to October 201 9. The newspaper that
contained the largest number of such news articles was Matichon. The
news source most frequently cited was the government. Many news
articles were written with a neutral attitude, focusing on information
related to medical cannabis. (1.2) It was also found that the discourses on
medical cannabis contained four outstanding issues: (1 ) “ Cannabis is
medicine,” (2 ) “ Cannabis is Thai intelligence,” (3 ) “ Cannabis is an
economic crop,” and (4) “the quality of Thai cannabis.” The discourses
that seemed to be negative agenda setting by mass media contained
three major issues: (1) “ Cannabis is a two-edged sword,” (2) “ new
marijuana users,” and (3) “Cannabis is all about politics.”

Secondly, on the public’s attitude on agenda setting on medical
cannabis, the results of the research showed that the discourses with

positive opinions from the society toward this issue included the



following: (1) “ Cannabis is medicine,” (2) “ Marijuana is less destructive
than alcohol, cigarettes, and other addictive substances,” (3) “Cannabis is
a heritage of ancient Thai intelligence,” (4) “Cannabis is Cannabis is a cash
crop,” and (5) “ Cannabis can be good or bad, depending on how the
media shows it.” The discourses that derive from society’s negative
attitudes seem to completely contradict the positive discourses. The
negative discourses are as follows: (1) “Cannabis is a narcotic drug” and (2)
“Cannabis is all about the profits of particular groups.”

Suggestions for future research follow:

1 . Subsequent research can entail a study on public attitudes
toward medical cannabis or other topics, for instance, survey research on
the use of cannabis in recreation. A sample group of the public (for
instance, a marijuana business group or patients) could be used in the
study.

2. A subsequent study on agenda setting for medical cannabis can
be carried out online through social media platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter, and YouTube. This could reveal the factors that drive societal
perceptions and how cannabis use in naturopathic medicine is presented
in different kinds of media.

3. A subsequent study on medical cannabis can seek to find out
the number of search entries related to cannabis via search programs,
especially search engines such as Google, Bing, and Baidu. The goal is to
find out what sorts of stories about cannabis people search for and the
accuracy of the information presented through online media, as well as
misinformation on this issue and the reactions of members of the public
to the stories they search for.

Suggestions on how to drive and communicate the medical

cannabis issue follow:



1. If a positive attitude toward medical cannabis is to be driven in
the future, we need the help of innovations such as statistics and
analogies and experts on this particular subject to establish the social
agenda and set of ideas that the public how they should perceive medical
cannabis and why it is important to do so.

2 . On the matter of news presented by the mass media, this
research showed that the raw materials for writing and presenting the
news on medical cannabis come from activities such as seminars,
meetings, other academic events, and/or the work procedure of public
relations. Therefore, the communication of information on medical
cannabis should be done through such activities. Moreover, there should
be a press release during the activities so that the media has guidance for
reporting the news and making it significant.

3. The next step should be public communication on the following
matters:

3.1 Public communication to prevent the abuse of cannabis
and “[build] the immune system of understanding” or “[provide]
knowledge of health.” This can be done by individually searching for
information through Google or other online communication channels. The
points that should be communicated from the research results are the
methods of using medical cannabis safely and effectively, the pros and
cons of cannabis use, and the associated limitations and cautions. Related
organizations can do this by themselves through various kinds of
communication such as infographics and mass media.

3.2 Public communication to build social confidence since
the attitudes of people who do not approve of medical cannabis result
from the use of the plant as an addictive substance and the strong

enforcement of the law. This can be done by building a positive attitude



toward cannabis and cooperating with the news sources, law enforcement
personnel, government offices related to narcotic drug suppression, and
the mass media, which will communicate explanations and solutions to

society.
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